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My Quest for an Internet  
This is the first in our w eekly Monday series at emeagwali.com  called M̄y Quest 
for an Internet.° It will provide a nswers to our most frequently asked q uestions , 
since being online in 1987. In this column, w e will  focus  on Philip Emeag wali®s 
discoveries and inventions , and will answer specific questions , such as , Why was 
Emeagwali  called one of the fathers of the 
Internet?  

How did his seventeen  years in eight degree  
program s at five universities  help him solve one of 
the ¯20 Grand Challenges° in science and 
engineering? That barrier to entry ³17 years of 
training ³was a barrier to understanding the Grand 
Challenge problem.  In other words, there is no 
short cut, a straight line from complete ignoramus 
to solving one of the most difficult p roblems in 
computing. There were trials and errors. If it was 
straightforward, you will not need to learn to read 
and write to solve problems facing humanity.  
Because of the high barrier, he ended up solving 
the problem alone.   

 

 

http://emeagwali.com/
http://emeagwali.com
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Why did he need a network of 65,536 compu ters that sends and receives emails 
as an internet  to solve it?  Why was he given a near exclusive access  and control 
of a dozen supercomputer s, which  cost s 1.32 BILLION dollars  each, according to 
The Wall Street Journal  (October 5, 2010)? 

 

Most importantly, h ow did he become a famou s scientist? The key  to success , 
Emeagwali believes, is to  make discoveries and inventions and then become 
famous for creating new knowledge  to be  taught  to mankind, present and future . 
The reason President  Bill Clinton  extolled Philip Emeagwali for creating the 

knowledge  now used to program the 
supercomputer  is that Clinton  
understood that the inventor is the first 
teacher of his invention to humanity.  

 

Emeagwali explains:  

¯Time magazine is a periodical. Your dictionary is a reference. Most scientists 
publish in periodicals. A few scientists ³like Euclid and Einstein ³published once 

Ī redefined both my ­supercomputer® and my ­internet® by 
stripping each to its steel skeleton: a sixteen -network -
deep network of network of two-to-power twenty, or 
1,048,576 bi-directional communication wires that sent 
and received emails to and from its two -to-power 
sixteen, or 65,536, computers .®° ² PHILIP EMEAGWALI 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6kF3UTxmjuU
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in a dictionary. I redefined both my ­supercomputer® and my ­internet® by stripping 
each to its steel skeleton: a sixteen -network -deep network of network of two-to-
power twenty, or 1,048,576 bi-directional communication wires that sent and 
received emails to and from its two -to-power sixteen, or 65,536, computers .°  

 

Our weekly series will put the most emphasis on his  life®s journey from Africa to 
America and on how his discoveries and inventions  helped redefine the terra 
incognita of science and technology. The series focus will be on the hero®s 
heroism, rather than his medals.  

Regards,  

emeagwali.com  

 

http://emeagwali.com/
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Philip Emeagwali (third from bottom right)   
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The Lectures  of Philip Emeagwali  

Each biographical article will be transcribed and edited from a lecture delivered by 
Philip Emeagwali . The unedited video  will be posted at emeagwali.com . 

As an invited speaker at the world®s largest gathering of mathematicians on July 8, 
1991, in Washington, D.C , Philip Emeagwali presented his discoveries and 
inventions to the field®s foremost experts. From 1993 to 1998, Emeagwali 
represent ed the world®s two premier computer societies, The IEEE Computer 
Society and the Association for Computing Machinery , as their  Distinguished 
Speaker at Computer Science Departments in the United States.   

 

As the headline speaker at a top sc ience festival (on January 30, 2009, near 
Calcutta, India), he held 7,000 scientists spellbound for 40 minutes. When he 
stepped down from the stage, the audience mobbed him like a rock star  and 
dubbed him the ¯Cicero of Science.° 

http://emeagwali.com/
http://youtube.com/emeagwali
http://www.emeagwali.com/
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Philip Emeagwali deliver ing a famous lecture at the University of Alberta, Edmonton, Canada.  
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First class  students at the Indian Institute of Technology ( IIT), Kharagpur , which is (the top ranked 
university in India . On January 30, 2009, Philip Emeagwali  addressed the entire ins titute in a n 
evening  lecture that was hailed as ¯mesmerizing.° 
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The People Speak about Emeagwali                                             

             Some Famous, Some Little Known  
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