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My Quest for an Internet  
In this, the 3 9th installment of our weekly series 
at emeagwali.com , we present Part 15 of Philip 
Emeagwali®s lecture on Āfrica in a Globalized 
Internet Economy .°  This article was transcribed 
from his lecture del ivered in Geneva, 
Switzerland on  April 26, 2010. 

  

Africa®s Golden 
Moment Has 
Come    
by Philip Emeagwali   

emeagwali.com    

Transcribed and edited from a lecture delivered by  Philip Emeagwali . The unedited video  is 
posted at emeagwali.com . 
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The light has been passed on to 
our generation. The Nigerian 
Diaspora should provide the 
following four visions.  

 

First, Nigeria is 50 years old. In 50 
more years, it will be the world's 
third -most -populous nation, 
behind only China and India. 
Seventeen of Africa's 53 nations 
are 50 years old.  In 50 more years, 
Africa could become the world's 
most populous region, ahead of 
China.  

 
Second, Diasporan techn ologists 
should become the nation's 
sounding board. Nigeria's oil wells 
will dry up in 50 years, according 
to industry insiders. It's an 
uncomfortable truth that we must 
examine. We must explore ¯a 
Nigeria without oil.° 
 
Third, the Nigerian Diaspora must 
paint the big picture.  Without oil, 
Nigeria's 50 -year-projected 400 
million people will have to focus 
on their technological and 
intellectual capital to compete 
globally.  If couples continue to 
bear an average of three children, 
Nigeria is certain to tip th e scales 

of any future global population 
census.   
 
Fourth, the Nigerian Diaspora 
should help the nation master new 
terrain. Nigeria's president and 
state governors are on the front 
line fighting fires every day. People 
expect them to have all the 
answers for the next 50 years for 
150 to 400 million Nigeria ns.  
 
The Nigerian Diaspora is a planet -
sized think tank, which will allow 
leaders inside Nigeria to move 
beyond their collective limits and 
master new  terrains.  
 
The brain drain is Africa's cold civil 
war  that could leave the continent 
empty of brains  in 50 years. It's 
effect on Nigeria of the twenty -first 
century  could be worse than the 
Nigerian -Biafran civil war of the 
twentieth century.  
 
 
Governor Emmanuel Eweta 
Uduaghan  organized this 
conference  to link link Deltans 
abroad to their brothers and 
sisters  in Nigeria.  Doing so will 
increase his peoples intellectual 
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capital which, in turn, will bring 
greater developments to Delta 
state. 

 

My advice to Africans in the 
Diaspora is this:  Africa needs your 
vision  far more than your 
knowledge.  Africa has more 
teac hers than visionaries but need 
more visionaries than teachers.  
The teacher has his feet on the 
ground, and his eyes on the 
ground.  The visionary has her feet 
on the ground, but kept her eyes 
on the stars. The teacher drives, 
while the visionary leads by 
speaking loudly and carrying big 
ideas. You should go beyond 
teaching and provide vision and 
direction.  

 

Your visionary lectures should be 
more mystery than mastery and 
you should be more charismatic 
than cosmetic and your focus 
should be on the mythical and 
eternal truths.  

 

We must connect our children  to 
the past and give them the 
wisdom they need to face the 
future.  A long time ago,  a man 
asked his children:  

¯If you had a choice between the 
clay of wisdom or a bag of gold, 
which would you choose?°  

 

¯The bag of gold, the bag of gold,° 
the naïve children cried, not 
realizing that wisdom had the 
potential to earn them  many more 
bags of gold in the future.  

 

The wealth of the future will be 
derived from developing the 
intellectual capital ³the clay of 
wisdom ³the innovations of the 
younger generation that will make 
Nigeria stronger.  

 

We must put faith on our young 
generation as we look to the 
future.  By reinvesting our 
petroleum revenues into 
developing the potential of our 
children, we free ourselves from 
the burdens of our past.  
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The future is for us to create, but 
first we must outline our vision. 
Foot soldiers, not generals, will 
lead our war against ignorance. 
The foot soldiers are our one 
hundred million young Nigerians 
whose weapon is knowledge.  
Their col lective intellectual capital  
will enable them to improve the 
world and push the human race 
forward.  

 
My vision is for Nigeria  to tap into 
the creativity and innovation of our 
young people -the people who 
have the potential  
to uplift humanity.  

 
Technology i s all around us; 
inventing new tools, techniques, 
and technologies reaffirms 
humanity's goal to endlessly 
search for new knowledge, and to 
demand more of itself and its 
people.  
 
Let's do the best we can to make 
the world better through 
technology. It is a pleasure to be in 
Geneva, Switzerland and an honor 
to address this conference of 
Deltans in the Diaspora.  
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