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What Did Emeagwali Discover?  ² Part 17 

In this, the 1 7th installment of our weekly series at emeagwali.com , we review  
Philip Emeagwali ®s hypothesis that the scientific discover y precedes the 
technological invention that creates a new product and new wealth needed to 
alleviate poverty. 

Africa Must Produce or Perish  
Quotation  from our scanned eight-page  handwritten speaking notes by Philip Emeagwali . The 
lecture video  is posted at emeagwali.com . 

Ă $100 bar of raw iron is worth $200 when forged 

into drinking cups in Africa, $65,000 when forged into 

needles in Asia, $5 million when forged into watch 

springs in Europe. How can this be? European 

intellectual capital  ˾the collective knowledge of its 

people  ˾allows a $100 raw iron bar to command a 

50,000 - fold increase! It could be said, therefore, that 

a lack of intellectual capital is the root cause of 

poverty .  ̇
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